Book of the future

Objectives
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To research the arguments for and against using printed or digital books.

· To explore how waste can be phased out or used as a resource.

· To present arguments clearly and audibly to an audience and debate an issue.

Curriculum

English, ICT and Geography

Materials 

· Computer with Internet access

· Copy of a book and an e-reader

Procedure

· What are books made of? What are e-readers made of? What are the pros and cons? Encourage discussion about use of materials, energy, waste, longevity etc.

· In teams, research the pros and cons of producing and using books versus e-readers. Children could illustrate the life cycle of each product.

· Encourage children to explore different arguments and to think about how waste can be phased out:

-The oldest book in the world is 2,500 years old. Will e-readers last that long? 

- But we need to cut down trees to make books. 

- Yes but we can plant new trees and we don’t need energy to read a book.

- E-readers can include more than one thousand books. Surely this - saves natural resources. 

- Books could be composted but e-readers produce a lot of toxic waste when thrown away. 

- E-readers could be leased rather than owned and designed to be taken apart and upgraded
· In teams, invite children to design the book of the future. Is it printed or digital? What is it made of? Can it be composted? Can materials be recovered and reused? 

· Set up a debate to stimulate discussion around the book of the future. Identify a chairperson and a number of speakers to present the different ideas. Introduced by the chair, each speaker puts forward his or her arguments for 5 minutes. The chairperson then invites the audience (the rest of the class, school or parents) to vote in favour of the best book of the future. 

Additional resources

· Video ‘Closing the Loop’: examples of initiatives contributing to ‘closing the loop’ in the paper industry.

· Article ‘Wombat paper’: Entrepreneurs are finding new ways of using local, renewable sources of fibres such as the droppings of wombats to make paper.

· Article ‘A paper-free book!’ (in the section ‘Rubber ducks’ on the website): A book printed on plastic.

· Book ‘How we Make Stuff’ - How do we turn trees into paper?: How we make paper from the fibres of trees and how old paper can be recycled. The history of paper and books.
